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WISCONSIN SECTION MEETING               

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16TH 
WISCONSIN FARM  

TECHNOLOGY DAYS  
 
 
The ASAE Wisconsin Section meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 16th, in conjunction with Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days.  The show is being held this year on 
Country Aire Farms in Brown County near Greenleaf (see 
map).  The show will run from July 15-17th , with gate 
hours being from 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
 
Wisconsin Farm Technology Days is the state’s largest 
outdoor agricultural show, with a history dating back to 
1954.  The annual three-day event showcases the latest 
improvements in production agriculture, including 
practical applications of recent research findings and 
technological developments. Country Aire Farms, the host 
of the event, is a state of the art dairy farm owned and 
operated by Budd and Ione Gerrits , along with their sons 
and spouses, Tom and Anne, and Mike and Cindy.    
 
At 2:30pm, there will be a tour of the Holsum-Elm Dairy in 
Hilbert (see map) followed by a social time and picnic in 
conjunction with WALSAA (see map). This will be 
followed by a brief meeting to discuss any new business. 

 

www.wiasabe.org 
 

ASABE WISCONSIN SECTION 
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Schedule of Events/Information 
 
Wisconsin Farm Technology Days:   
Country Aire Farms,   1440 Lamers Clancy Road, Greenleaf, WI  
www.wifarmtechnologydays.com 
 
  Farm Show:   8:30am – 4:30pm 
        
  Admission is $5/person.  Parking is free. 
 
E. Budd Gerrits started farming on his own with 12 cows and three heifers bought with a loan from his 
local banker. A year later, he added 60 acres of land and from there he just kept expanding. Country Aire 
Farms, now operated by Budd and his two sons, Tom and Mike, comprises 3,600 acres of crops and more 
than 1,800 dairy cows milked in a 40-cow carousel parlor. 

Getting started 
Budd’s story of farming success began in 1965 when he convinced a Greenleaf banker to lend him the 
money to buy his starter dairy herd. He bought his first land the following year with a unique arrangement 
with his father. “My wages for the year were, dad planted corn in the fields and I got the money,” he says. 
“In two years I had the 60 acres paid for.” 
 
In 1968, Budd and his wife, Ione, bought his dad’s 80 cows and the farm machinery and five years later 
they were able to buy the 160-acre home farm. Year by year, they continued to expand, building a free 
stall barn and milking parlor in 1974 and enlarging to 125 cows, adding a machine shed in ‘76 and a beef 
facility in ‘77. 
 
“We were also buying land as we went along,” Budd points out. By 1982 they had added another free 
stall barn to double the herd size. In the mid-’80s, as Budd and Ione’s sons joined the operation, the herd 
was increased by another 200 cows, utilizing what had been housing for Holstein steers. Around that 
time, Ione began working off the farm. She’s currently the head clerk at Arla Foods Cheese Store.  
 
“In 1994 we talked about more cows,” Budd says, “and we decided to sell the cows to the boys. We 
agreed to split the milk checks and I took over the crops and harvesting.” Tom is in charge of the milking 
herd and Mike handles feeding and heifers. The farm has 16 full time employees plus additional part time 
workers in the summer. Budd is pleased that a couple of grandsons are helping out.  
 
The two sons have partnership agreements. “I wanted them to handle the checkbook,” Budd says. “It’s 
coming time for them to take the whole thing over. That’ll be down the road, I guess, in a couple-three 
years.” Budd earlier had established Country Aire Farms as an LLC and recently formed Country Aire 
Harvesting as a second LLC. Through Country Aire Harvesting, Budd does custom harvest work.  
 
In 1998 it was expansion time again - to the current 1,128-cow herd. “Instead of putting more money into 
the old milking facilities,” Budd says, “we started from scratch across the road.” They built the carousel 
milking parlor and a 100- by 700-foot freestall barn. At the same time, they saw milk production jump 
from 22,000 pounds per cow to 28,300. In 2004, they put up a 700-heifer barn and moved their heifers - 
850 of them - to the home farm after a period of using a custom raiser. 
 
They’re not done growing. In the past year they added 350 acres of land and are building another 700-
cow free stall barn. “I don’t know what figure (of cow numbers) we’ll settle on – 1,600 to 1,800,” Budd 
says. “We hope we can grow 50% from within. But we will be buying. We’re looking already.” 
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Giving back 
Budd also has a wide range of off-farm interests. He says he farms by day and takes part in his activities 
at night. “Most of my off-farm activities are done in the evening hours,” he says, “so there’s time during 
the day to farm. I do work with my guys, from early in the morning to the wee hours.” Off the farm, Budd 
has been a member and president of the Wrightstown School Board; is a member and former president of 
the Wrightstown Lions Club and has been a Lions zone chairman; served his church in numerous ways, 
including 22 years as a trustee and 17 as choir director; is chairman of his town zoning board; and is a 
lead singer with the Green Bay Barbershoppers. He’s often called on to sing at weddings and funerals. 
He’s also a Farm Bureau member, crop equipment adviser for John Deere, a former 4-H leader and FFA 
Alumni member, chairman of the local high school ag advisory group, a past DHIA officer and served on 
U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl’s ag advisory board. It’s pretty obvious he doesn’t let grass grow under his feet. 
 
 
 
 
Holsum-Elm Dairy Tour   
N6206 Elm Road, Hilbert, WI 54129 
  
 Tour:    2:30-4:00 
 
Holsum-Elm Dairy, along with its sister dairy, Holsum Dairies, are home to almost 8000 dairy 
cows.  Both farms, located in Calumet County are managed by Kenn Buelow and employee 
more than 60 employees.  The farms are supported by local farmers utilizing more than 4000 
acres of farmland surrounding the farms to supply the operations with feed and land to spread 
manure.  Both farms have state of the art facilities including anaerobic digesters which help to 
control odors and yield a total of almost 1900kW of electricity.  
 
 
 
 
WALSAA Picnic / ASABE Business Meeting 
Wayside Dairy Farm Inc.  3603 Wayside Road, Greenleaf, WI  54126 
 
   Social time/Dinner: 4:00 – 5:30 pm  (Tour group will arrive at approx. 4:30 pm) 

Business Meeting:  5:30 pm 
  

Adjourn 
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Directions to Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 

From the NORTH and WEST: Hwy. 29 East to Hwy. 41 South to Cty. U (Exit 154) South to 
Hwy. 96 East to Cty. D South to Lamers-Clancy Road East to site  

From the SOUTH and SOUTHEAST: Hwy. 10 West to Hwy. 57 North to Cty. Z West to Old 
Hwy. 57 North to site 

From the SOUTHWEST: Hwy. 41 North to Cty. U (Exit 154) South to Hwy. 96 East to Cty. D 
South to Lamer’s-Clancy Road East to site  

 From the EAST: Hwy. 96 West to Cty. PP South to Cty. Z West to Old Hwy. 57 North to site 
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Directions to Holsum-Elm Dairy 
The farm is located at N6206 Elm Rd,  Hilbert, WI. 54129.   

From the Wisconsin Farm Technology Days site: take HWY 32/57 South to Hilbert.  Go Right 
(West) on Hwy 114 to Elm Road.  Take a left onto Elm Rd (South).  
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Directions to WALSAA Picnic / ASABE Section Meeting 
The picnic and section meeting will be held at Wayside Dairy Farm Inc. 3603 Wayside Rd., 
Greenleaf, WI  54126 
 
From the Wisconsin Farm Technology Days site:  take HWY 32/57 South to Wayside Rd.  Go 
Left (East) on Wayside Rd. 

From the Holsum-Elm Dairy site:  take Elm Rd. to HWY 114.  Go Right (East) on HWY 114 
to HWY 32/57.  Go Left (North) on HWY 32/57 to Wayside Rd.  Go Right (East) on Wayside 
Rd. 
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Secretary’s Report            24 June 2008 
 
The spring meeting of the ASABE Wisconsin Section was held on April 2nd , 2008 in conjunction with 
the WPS Farm Show.  The business meeting and dinner were hosted by Kondex Corporation (Lomira, 
WI). Neal Stoffel gave a presentation detailing the company’s history, mission and product offerings.  Mr. 
Stoeffel’s group then hosted tours of their new, highly automated facility.  
 
1. The business meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Scott Sanford.  
 
2. The following awards were presented: 
  
Agricultural Engineering Technology Student of the Year:     Derek Husmoen 
Biological Systems Engineering Student of the Year:    Shane Williams  
Biological Systems Engineering Graduate Student of the Year:   Tim Radatz 
Agricultural Engineering Young Engineer Award:       Bob Loehr  
Career Achievement Award      Ron Schuler 
 
3. The following new officers were installed at the conclusion of the meeting 
  
Chair     Randy Clark  RCI Engineering, LLC 
Vice Chair – Program   Neal Stoffel  Kondex Corporation 
Vice Chair – Awards   Jeff Marggi . Kuhn North America, Inc. 
Vice Chair – Membership  Damion Babler  Kuhn North America, Inc. 
Vice Chair – Career Development Garritt Boettcher John Deere 
Vice Chair – Public Relations  Bill Bassett  Kuhn North America, Inc. 
Secretary-Treasurer   Matthew Digman USDA – ARS 
Past Chair    Scott Sanford  UW – Madison 
Webmaster    Adam Steen  UW – Madison 
 
4. The meeting was adjourned by 8:00pm.  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Matthew Digman 
ASABE Wisconsin Section Secretary 2008-2009 
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Treasurer’s Report             24 June 2008 
 
Opening Balance        $7,714.81 
 
Revenue: 
 
Date From Memo Amount 
02/19/2008 ASABE Hq. 1011000022  $1,100.00 
  

 
Total: $1,100.00 

Expenses: 
 
Date To Memo Check # Amount 
03/12/2008 UW-Madison ASABE MWRR 559 $2,000.00 
04/07/2008 Bob Satori Award Engraving 562 $116.58 
04/09/2008 Tim Radatz Grad Stud Award 561 $150.00 
04/015/2008 Shane Williams Undergrad Stud Award 560 $150.00 
04/09/2008 Derek Husmoen Undergrad Stud Award 567 $150.00 
 

Total: $2566.58 
 

Closing Balance        $6,248.23 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Matthew Digman 
ASABE Wisconsin Section Treasurer 2008-2009 
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ASABE WI Section Awards Given at 2008 Spring Meeting 

 
The following awards were given out at the April 2nd, 2008 American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers Wisconsin Section Meeting. 
 
Agricultural Engineering Technology Student of the Year:  Derek Husmoen 
 
Derek is a senior majoring in Agricultural Engineering Technology with an emphasis in 
Environmental Engineering and a minor in Soil Science at the University of Wisconsin River 
Falls.  He plans to pursue a Masters degree in Agricultural and Biological Systems Engineering 
after graduating in December 2008.  He has been very active on campus including: 

• Soils judging team 
• Alpha Zeta (Honorary Agricultural fraternity) 
• Campus tour guide (3years) 
• Crops and Soils Club (President two years) 
• Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity (President) 

Derek was also selected as a Ronald E McNair Scholar which gave him the opportunity to 
conduct research during the summer of 2007 at the University of Minnesota.  His research 
focused on ammonia and hydrogen sulfide emissions from mixtures of dairy manure with loamy 
sand and silt loam soils.  This experienced has confirmed his passion to pursue a career in 
manure management systems and to continue to study manure and soils.  
 
Biological Systems Engineering Student of the Year:  Shane Williams    
 
Shane is a senior majoring in Biological Systems Engineering with an emphasis in Power and 
Machinery at the University of Wisconsin Madison.  He has been active in the ASABE Student 
branch including Public Relations Chair, Agricultural Student Council Representative, Lawn 
Mower Clinic and ¼-scale tractor team.  Last year he assisted in the restoration of the 1998 
Tractor and this year is leading the modification efforts on the X-Team Tractor.  He is a member 
of Babcock house and has served as the house Secretary and Agricultural Student Council 
Representative.  This summer Shane will be working as an intern at Kuhn North America.  After 
graduation in May, 2009 Shane hopes to use his experience and education to work for a major 
equipment manufacturer to “design, build, evaluate and support the change that the future needs 
to see.”  
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Biological Systems Engineering Graduate Student of the Year:  Tim Radatz   
 
Tim is currently pursuing his Masters degree in Biological Systems Engineering with an 
emphasis in Natural Resources at the University of Wisconsin Madison and expects to complete 
his degree in December 2008.  He completed his Bachelors degree in BioSystems and 
Agricultural Engineering with an Environmental emphasis in December, 2006 at the University 
of Minnesota-Twin Cities.  Tim is currently an Engineer in Training having successfully 
completed the Fundamentals of Engineering exam, and was a student intern for the University of 
Wisconsin Discovery Farms program from 2004 to 2006.  Tim presented a paper at the 2008 
USDA-CSREES National Water conference on Nutrient and Sediment Losses from 
Overwintering Areas in Grazing Systems in Wisconsin.  The objective of Tim’s research is to 
determine the effects of antecedent soil moisture on the runoff response of select agricultural 
watersheds in Wisconsin and investigate whether a Critical Condition Index (CCI) for surface 
runoff generation exists.  A method to predict the likelihood of high risk runoff periods can aid in 
the development of good on-farm management decisions, particularly those that may be 
environmentally sensitive, such as when and where to spread manure.  After completing his 
Masters degree Tim’s career goals are to pursue a position involved with water quality issues as 
related to agricultural settings.  In his application he stated “My background in agriculture and 
strong family history in conservation will allow me to relate to both the agricultural and 
environmental community and hopefully bridge the gap between the two on water quality 
issues.” 
 
Agricultural Engineering Young Engineer Award:  Bob Loehr 
Presented to Bob by Dave Holm, Director of Engineering, John Deere 
Nominated by Linda Wells, Program Manager, EZtrak, John Deere 
 
Bob has been a design engineer for the John Deere Horicon Works for twelve years, working on 
walk-behind snowblowers, lawn tractors, garden tractors, and the EZtrak consumer zero-turn 
mower.  He has accumulated a wealth of experience on the development and implementation of 
engines, including cooling and exhaust systems, and hydraulic components, in tractors and Z’s.  
He has spearheaded an effort to simulate the build-up of lawn debris (grass, leaves, etc) on riding 
lawn equipment, to understand and mitigate the fire hazard.  He was a recipient of the 2006 John 
Deere Commercial and Consumer Equipment Division Innovation Award. 
Bob’s patents include U.S. Patents 6,578,292 and 6,662,477 for snowblower controls. 
Bob has been a member of the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute Exhaust Systems Advisory 
Group, and has been an active member of the ASABE Wisconsin Section, including holding the 
following positions:  

2001-2002  Vice Chair Public Relations 
 2002-2003  Vice Chair Awards 
 2005-2006  Vice Chair Program 
 2006-2007  Chair 
He has been very involved in efforts to recruit and retain engineers for John Deere – he has led 
interviewing and diversity-related efforts at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and organized 
social activities such as a trap shoot for employees.  He is an excellent mentor to less 
experienced engineers, and a great team player in our extended product development team.  Bob 
is highly regarded for his professionalism, positive attitude, high energy, and communication 
skills.  He continues the Deere traditions of innovation, quality, and teamwork. 
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Wayne G. Russell Award:  Ron Schuler 
Presented to Ron by Robert Fick, Alliant Energy 
Nominated by Richard Straub, Chair, and Biological Systems Engineering Dept. UW Madison 
 
Dr. Ronald T. Schuler has been an integral part of the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s 
Department of Biological Systems Engineering since 1984, providing leadership for the 
Machinery Extension program for the State of Wisconsin.  Ron recently retired from his faculty 
position at the University of Wisconsin—Madison after providing over 26 years of service to 
agriculture in Wisconsin and to the UW System, both at Madison and at Platteville.  After 
returning to Wisconsin from faculty positions at North Dakota State University and the 
University of Minnesota, Ron has taught thousands of students, educated tens of thousands of 
clients through his Extension/outreach efforts, and demonstrated new mechanization and farm 
equipment to literally hundreds of thousands of individuals through his Farm Technology Days 
(formerly Farm Progress Days) efforts.   

 
Ron has taught courses covering such topics as  “Farm Electric Power Application”, 
“Measurements and Instrumentation”, “Agricultural Machinery”, “Tractors”,  “Precision 
Agriculture” and Agricultural Safety and Health” at both the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.  He also served as Department Chair at both 
Madison and Platteville. 

 
The breadth of Ron’s research has been equally impressive.  He conducted research in 
conservation tillage, soil compaction, precision agriculture and agricultural safety.  His work 
resulted in over 60 papers and publications and helped train many students. 
 
Ron has worked tirelessly to insure that Farm Technology Days runs smoothly each year.  This 
includes first helping to choose the sites and mentor the participating farmers on what to expect, 
to helping organize the scores of volunteers that assist with his field demonstrations, and to the 
time in the field during those demonstrations where every year tens of thousands learn about new 
machinery and emerging technology.  

  
Ron has also conducted dozens of Extension programs annually on mechanization, farm 
machinery and the management of these technologies.  Materials developed to support this work 
have resulted in 12 ASABE Blue Ribbon Awards for Ron.  He has been recognized by his peers 
and by his constituents with numerous awards including the prestigious Second Mile Award, the 
Extension Career Award, and the Cooperative Extension Leadership Award. 

 
Youth programming is another area that has always been an important part of Ron’s Extension 
and service commitment.  He has served as superintendent of the Wisconsin FFA Ag Mechanics 
contest for many years, and provided leadership for the 4-H Tractor and Small Engines projects 
from 1984 until his retirement.  He also provided leadership to 4-H in the broad Mechanical 
Sciences area. These contributions were recognized with the Honorary Wisconsin FFA Degree 
and with the 4-H Agent’s Meritorious Service Award.  This youth work has been a tremendous 
help in recruiting students to the University with interests related to agricultural/biological 
systems engineering and agricultural mechanization.   
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One of Ron’s greatest attributes over his career has been his willingness to lead and to help, in 
whatever way required, to meet the needs of his Department and our State.  In addition to his 
leadership as department Chairs, he has been willing to step in and fill voids left by professors 
retiring or taking sabbaticals, and even provided safety programming, and leadership of the 
AgrAbility program—a program to help farmers with disabilities continue to farm.  His service 
to ASABE has also been substantial and was recognized with the ASABE Fellow Award.  This 
willingness to serve similarly carries over into Ron’s non-professional activities where he has 
been extremely active, including leadership, in such organizations as Kiwanis and Alpha Gamma 
Rho. 
 
(Note:  the above comments regarding Ron Schuler are an edited version of the nomination 
papers that were submitted to the award committee on his behalf). 
 
 
Recognition of Member with Milestone Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following members were recognized for their commitment to the organization: 
 
Name    Years of Membership 
Mark J. Wegner    25 
Alan Calvin Geisthardt   25 
Richard G. Koegel    40 
Peter P Konyha    50 
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Becoming a Licensed Engineer in Agriculture 
 

 
Why get licensed? 

Licensure is one way of demonstrating to employers, colleagues, and clients that you 
have gained experience in the field and the respect of fellow engineers.    It shows potential 
employers and clients that you are serious about your career and what may lie ahead.  The 
passing of an engineering licensure exam demonstrates a minimum level of competence as set 
forth by exam writers.  Every engineer seeking a PE in Agricultural Engineering must 
demonstrate that 1) they have completed a qualified program of study in an ABET accredited 
program, 2) have gained the required number of years of experience working under a licensed 
Agricultural Engineer, and 3) are considered, by their peers, to be satisfactorily prepared to sit 
for the exam. 

Many employers will ask about your registration status – whether you are an EIT or PE.  
Companies are often willing to offer a higher salary for engineers that have the authority to 
certify designs.  Having a license gives you the opportunity to be the lead engineer on a project 
in responsible charge with sign-off responsibility.  Additionally, a license is something that, once 
you have it, can be transferred to any of the United States as long as you obey the comity or 
reciprocity laws set by your State Board. 

Agricultural and Biological Engineering is a diverse, unique, and interesting field.  As 
you know, ASABE is an organization made up of competent, skilled, and ethical professional 
agricultural and biological engineers that find solutions to the problems facing the agricultural 
industry.  Each time you pass your business card along to a client, colleague, or employer; they 
will read “Registered Agricultural Engineer” and know that you understand the circumstances 
and challenges facing their operation.  The resulting examples of excellent work by ASABE 
members increases demand for our services and appreciation of our discipline. (NSPE, Jan 2006, 
www.nspe.org/ethics/Code-2006-Jan.pdf) 

 
How to get licensed 

The rules, application information, dates, and details for obtaining your license are 
available at your state board website at www.ncees.org/licensure/licensing_boards/.  The Ag. PE 
exam specifications can be found at 
www.ncees.org/exams/professional/pe_agricultural_exam_specs.pdf.  Additional information 
can be found at http://www.asabe.org/pei/index.html.  Check out the webinar series as a great 
tool for preparation at http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/www3/pe/index.htm.  The pass rate for first time 
takers in 2007 for the Ag. Engr. PE was 72%. 
 

The next Agricultural Engineering Professional Engineers’ (PE) exam will be given 
October 24, 2008.  
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REGISTRATION 
WISCONSIN FARM TECHNOLOGY DAYS 

July 16th , 2008 
 

 
 
 Number Attending Cost Total 
 
Holsum-Elm Dairy Tour – 2 :30pm 
 
 
 
Dinner – 4:00 – 5:30 pm 
(Tour group will arrive at approx. 4:30) 

 
__________ 

 
 
 

__________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

$10.00/person 
students free 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

$__________ 
 

 

 
 
 
Information: 
 
 Name(s): ___________________________________________________ 

 Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 City/Town: ________________________State/Zip____________________ 

 Telephone: (_____)______ -_________ FAX: (____)________-_______ 

 e-mail: ________________________________________ 

 
 
Return completed form and send by July 9th  to: 
 
Neal Stoffel 
ASABE Wisconsin Section Program Chair  
Kondex Corporation 
1500 Technology Drive 
Lomira, WI  53048 
P:  920-269-7932 
F:  920-269-7091 
nstoffel@kondex.com 
 
  
 


